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[image: Macintosh HD:Users:jbae3:Desktop:pic 3.jpg]Though the entirety of the Irish Republican Army is devoted to the eventual independence of Ireland from Britain, the members are divided on the issue of how to do so; should the bid for freedom be conducted through diplomatic means, or is warfare the better solution? Arthur Griffith states, “Using guerilla warfare makes the IRA look like a group of terrorists. We must adopt a more diplomatic approach (…) and work with Britain while making it obvious that we desire independence.” Sean McGarry agrees, and adds, “A complete break with England just isn’t feasible.” They believe that a dual monarchy (an independent Irish government working with the British) would be ideal for Ireland itself. However, other members feel that a partnership with the British is out of the question. Michael Staines countered the argument for a diplomatic approach, saying that “[There] is no precedent for speaking as equals, as [the British] do not see us as equals.” Sean Maceoin agrees, stating that “the only way to get their attention is through guerilla warfare; once they see us fighting back, they will be more willing to acknowledge us on a diplomatic level.”
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:jbae3:Desktop:pic 2.jpg]The debate continued between both sides, until a crisis was presented to the IRA council; the British Parliament had decided to create ghettos for the Catholic Irish in Northern Ireland, sending draftees to enforce the protection of these districts. Additional rules would be put in place, including food rations and curfews supported by Her Majesty’s army. The IRA committee quickly issued and unanimously passed Directive 1.1 as a response to this crisis. The directive consisted of the following: the separation of the IRA from the Irish government itself, in order to increase the government’s legitimacy on the world stage, condemnation by Sinn Fein against the actions of the government, and a recruitment effort in an attempt to remove British presence in the north. Other actions to be taken include smuggling food and humanitarian aid into these ghettos, and sending representatives to different countries in order to garner recognition as a sovereign nation and gain monetary aid.
Unfortunately, it was not soon after the passing of this directive that another crisis occurred; rogue IRA volunteers had raided Collinstown and had captured 75 rifles and approximately 4,000 rounds of ammunition. The arms were hidden away before the volunteers were taken into the custody of the Royal Irish Constabulary. Again, the committee was divided on the solution. Many delegates advocated an immediate attempt at a jailbreak, whereas others continued to support a diplomatic approach to the crisis. Cathal Brugha states, “the action of these volunteers makes Ireland as a whole look bad. However, these prisoners must be freed.” Many of the committee members began to talk of implementing spies in an attempt to handle the situation; possible solutions ranged from sending in IRA spies to infiltrate the RIC and free the prisoners to simply contacting the volunteers and gaining information on the location of the smuggled weapons. A directive will be created and presented to the committee after the meeting resumes.
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